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On the contrary, corporate power has extended its campaign against
the ideals of state-provided social security to the world scene.

The American employers* delegation to the International Labour
Conference of 1951 did its best to discredit and undermine a proposed
international convention on minimum social security standards, medical
benefits, sickness and maternity allowances, unemployment compensa-
tion, old age, invalidity and survivor pensions. The United States
'could not meet many of these so-called minimum requirements', they
told the conference; for 'in our country, thus far at least, government
is the servant, not the master, of the people'.

This argument provoked Vehement opposition and caustic criticisms
from the labor and government representatives of other countries',
the New York Times Geneva correspondent reported on June 29.
'Privately, the reactions are even stronger. Persons from the poorer
countries, employers as well as workers, are incensed by the United
States employers' tendency to flaunt the high American standards of
living and then lecture them on why only free enterprise can achieve
such standards... increasingly resentful of what they regard as an
American tendency to push American ideologies down their throats.'

The Vigorous campaign' of the American employers' delegates
against the proposed social security convention of the International
Labour Organization even 'caused a certain amount of embarrassment
to the United States government and labor spokesmen in their dealings
with labor groups from the underdeveloped and Communist-
threatened lands'.

For, not so long before, on December 10, 1948, the American
delegation at the General Assembly of the United Nations had solemnly
approved the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which contains
this clause: 'Everyone has the right to .., security in the event of
unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack
of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control,. ..'